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A NEW BRANCH OF SOIL SCIENCE—PEDOMETRICS, ITSORIGIN AND DEVH. OPMENT

S Zod' RM Lark
(1 Ingtitute d Agricultural Remate Sensing and Iformation Techndogy, Cdlege d Environmental and Resource Sciences,
Zhgiang University, Hangzhou 310029, China)
(2 Rathamsted Research, Harpenden, Hertfordshire, AL5 2JQ, UK)

Abgract Pedometricsis a new branch of il science , which orig nated and developed in Europe , Audrdia and America
over the lagt 30 to 40 years The Internaiona Union of il Sdiences (IUSS had its Pedometrics Commi sson establi shed follow-
ing the 17th World Gongress of Soil Science in 2002. This commrisson , together with others (e. g il geography , il genes's,
and il dasdfication) , beongs to thefirg divison o the IUSS (Silsin Sace and Time) . In this paper , atenpts are made to
introduce the theoretica and technica backgrounds of the geneds of Pedometrics and the course of its development and summer
rize and discuss works that have been done in this agpect in China.
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